PRESS RELEASE

Monday, 25th November 2024

Artists announced for new residency programme focusing on air quality and pollution

Residencies to unite art, science, and community in Galway’s ‘The Air We Share’ climate action initiative

Galway Arts Centre, in conjunction with Galway City Council, today (25.11.24) announced the awarding of three art commissions under an innovative new artist-in-residence programme. The programme supports artists to engage with the communities of Galway City’s Westside and to creatively respond to scientific research on air quality and climate conducted by local citizens and climate scientists from the University of Galway.  
	
The artist-in-residence programme lies at the creative heart of ‘The Air We Share’, a collaborative climate action initiative launched in July 2024. The initiative examines and highlights the causes, impacts, and potential solutions to air pollution. Through artistic interventions, citizen science, and community action in Galway’s Westside, it aims to deepen public understanding of air and its critical role in our shared environment.

Aligned with these objectives, the selected artists have been commissioned to develop innovative and collaborative arts projects that interpret and respond to scientific concepts and data on air quality, the atmosphere, and climate. They have been awarded funding to develop their projects between now and July 2025, when the final artworks will be presented publicly. 

The selected artists are:
· Leon Butler: Galway-based artist Leon Butler’s project Phosphene blends art and technology to transform air quality data into a community experience. By using sensors to track and interpret this data, Butler will create “data sculptures” that reveal the health of Galway’s built environment in new ways. The project invites the local community to participate in design sessions to shape how air data is visualised, making the often-invisible aspects of air quality engaging and accessible to all.
· Christopher Steenson: Multidisciplinary artist Christopher Steenson’s project I talk to the wind explores air pollution through the act of breathing. His work will incorporate sound walks using live air pollution data and community workshops that consider climate futures through writing and discussion. Drawing on Galway’s air quality data, insights from scientists, and ideas generated through community workshops, Steenson’s project will connect participants with the realities of air pollution and its impacts on daily life through the shared experience of breath.
· a place of their own (Paula McCloskey and Sam Vardy): Art and spatial practice ‘a place of their own’ envisions Galway in 2054, where communities of insects, dust, microbes, and other “air dwellers” draft a new set of rights for the air: The 9 Freedoms for the Air. This project explores the knowledge and stories of microscopic communities in our atmosphere and builds a speculative future scenario in Galway. Through workshops, local residents will join scientists and environmental legal experts to create a collective textile artwork that reimagines air as a shared resource deserving of protection.

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]‘The Air We Share’ brings together a consortium of local partners, which is led by Galway City Council and includes Galway Arts Centre, the University of Galway’s Centre for Creative Technologies, the Centre for Climate and Air Pollution Studies and the Insight SFI Centre for Data Analytics, Westside Resource Centre, and Galway Culture Company. During their residencies, artists will have access to the facilities, support and resources of Galway Arts Centre, University of Galway, and Westside Resource Centre.

Director and Curator of Galway Arts Centre, Megs Morley, commented: “After a highly competitive open call selection process, we are thrilled to announce the artists chosen for ‘The Air We Share’ artist-in-residence programme. In the context of the current climate challenges that we face as a society, programmes such as ‘The Air We Share’ that bring together artists, scientists, communities, public institutions and cultural organisations are critical to our understanding and addressing the issues at hand. 

“The selected artists bring an exceptional wealth of artistic experience to ‘The Air We Share’ programme. Over the coming months, they will develop engaging interdisciplinary projects that explore innovative ways of understanding the sources and effects of air pollution, as well as the actions we can take to catalyse positive collective change.”

Chief Executive of Galway City Council, Leonard Cleary added: “The artist-in-residence programme brings creativity into the heart of ‘The Air We Share’, a transformative climate action initiative guided by the theme ‘Making the Invisible Visible’, which highlights air pollution as a critical environmental health risk.

“Working alongside the EU's Net Zero Cities initiative, ‘The Air We Share’ helps inform Galway City Council's climate policies and, through community involvement, aims to inspire cultural and behavioural shifts towards climate action grounded in fairness, collaboration, and positive change. As the project’s lead partner, we are delighted to support the artists in developing community-engaging interventions and look forward to their creative responses next summer.”

‘The Air We Share’ is a recipient of the Creative Climate Action Fund, an initiative of the Creative Ireland Programme, funded by the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media in collaboration with the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications. The fund supports creative, cultural and artistic projects that build awareness around climate change and empower citizens to make meaningful behavioural transformations.

For further information, visit theairweshare.ie.

ENDS

Media contact: Sebastian Enke, Enkom PR, Tel: 087-3239496 / Email: media@enkom.ie 

Note to editors:
· Photographer Mark Stedman has been commissioned to cover this announcement and will issue images to picture desks this afternoon (no repro fee).
· The artists who were awarded commissions are available for interviews on request.
· Portrait images of the artists are available via this Dropbox folder.

About the artists:
· Leon Butler is an artist, designer, and educator based in Galway City working at the intersection of art and technology. His work has been recognised by The Type Directors Club, 100 Archive, the Future Makers awards, Digital Media awards, Young Directors Awards, and the Irish Design Awards. In 2022, Leon was a Selected Artist of the European Media Arts platform 2022 with RIXC Centre for New Media Culture, Riga. His work Performance Surveillance premiered at the Biennale WRO in Wrocław in May 2023, before showing at NEME, Cyprus in June 2023, and in a solo show at RIXC, Center for New Media Art, Latvia, from July to September. Leon’s latest work is Dwelling, an XR dance performance and installation, which premiered as part of the Beta Festival in Dublin in November 2023 and showed as part of the Galway Film Fleadh 2024.
· With a practice that spans sound, lens-based media, text and digital systems, Christopher Steenson’s (b.1992, Northern Ireland) work bridges historical and speculative narratives to interrogate the politics of time, environment, and more-than-human-relations. Through these concerns, he creates artworks through which we can ‘listen to the future’. Recent presentations include The Sky is Falling!, Ormston House, Limerick (2024); mother tongue, The MAC, Belfast (2024); inching towards, Freelands Foundation, London (2024); Penumbra, LAVA, Mexico City (2024); Breath Variations, Flat Time House, London (2023); Soft Rains Will Come, VISUAL Carlow (2022); TULCA Festival of Visual Arts: The World Was All Before Them (2022). In 2020, Steenson presented On Chorus, a national public sound artwork utilising Ireland’s network of train station PA systems to broadcast field recordings of birdsong across Ireland. His work is held in the Arts Council of Ireland Collection, and he has participated in several national and international residencies, including Bemis Centre for Contemporary Arts, Omaha, USA (2023) and Sounding Paths, Syros, Greece (2019).
· a place of their own is an art & spatial practice founded in 2010 by Paula McCloskey and Sam Vardy. Their projects are co-inquiries with diverse collaborators, investigating the geopolitics of air, wetlands, nation-state borders, extraction, and kinship through an intersectional, anticolonial & feminist praxis.  Core to their method are practices of fictioning (e.g. myth-making & science fictioning), through which they co-produce site-responsive performances, sculptures, and installations. They explored new imaginaries of wetlands in Wet/Land/Dwellers, Sheffield, UK (2022) as part of Arts Catalyst, the UK’s Emergent Ecologies Programme, and in Myths for a Wetlands Imaginary, London (2020), producing sculpture, films, sound work, performances, a collective zine. They have also produced significant work on nation-state borders, specifically in Ireland, developing the concept ‘Border Fictioning/s’ through their project Eile (2016-present), which has led to films, performances, sculptures, publications, and exhibitions.  They are currently working on A Digital Counter Cartography of the Border in Ireland 1968-1998, (2021-present) funded by the BA/Leverhulme Trust. 

About The Air We Share: The Air We Share is a collaborative climate action initiative that combines citizen science, art, and community engagement to address air quality issues in Westside, Galway. Guided by the theme “Making the Invisible Visible”, the project highlights the impact of air pollution – a critical environmental health risk identified by the World Health Organisation. 

Air quality research and data collection conducted by University of Galway climate scientists and local citizens form the scientific backbone of the project, empowering local communities to understand and take action on climate-related challenges.

Working alongside the European Union's Net Zero Cities Pilot Cities programme, The Air We Share aims to inform Galway City Council's climate policies. By fostering inclusive communication and community involvement, the project seeks to inspire cultural and behavioural shifts towards climate action, grounded in values of fairness, collaboration, and positive change.

An integral part of the initiative is The Air We Share Artist-in-Residence Programme, which brings creativity into the heart of the project. The programme fosters artistic interventions that engage the community in exploring the connections between air quality, climate, and health.

The project brings together a consortium of local partners, which is led by Galway City Council and includes Galway Arts Centre, the University of Galway’s Centre for Creative Technologies, Centre for Climate and Air Pollution Studies, and Insight SFI Research Centre for Data Analytics, Westside Resource Centre, and Galway Culture Company. It is a recipient of the Creative Climate Action Fund, an initiative from the Creative Ireland Programme.

Further details: theairweshare.ie.

About the Creative Climate Action Fund: The Creative Climate Action Fund is an initiative from the Creative Ireland Programme, which is funded by the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media in collaboration with the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications. The fund supports creative, cultural and artistic projects that build awareness around climate change and empower citizens to make meaningful behavioural transformations. 

The projects supported by the fund:
· Encourage everyone to rethink their lifestyles. 
· Connect with the biodiversity crisis. 
· Enable a fair and just transition in making lifestyle changes. 
· Assist citizens to understand the climate crisis. 
· Adapt to effects of climate change.

The Climate Action Fund was established on a statutory basis in 2020 to provide support for projects, initiatives and research that contribute to the achievement of Ireland’s climate and energy targets, and for projects and initiatives in regions of the State, and within sectors of the economy, impacted by the transition to a low carbon economy. 

The Fund is resourced from several sources, including proceeds from the levy paid to the National Oil Reserves Agency (NORA) in respect of relevant disposals of petroleum products, after the funding requirements of NORA have been met. Further information on the Climate Action Fund is available here. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]About the Creative Ireland Programme:  Creative Ireland is a five-year programme which connects people, creativity and wellbeing. It is an all-of-government culture and wellbeing programme that inspires and transforms people, places and communities through creativity. Creative Ireland is committed to the vision that every person in Ireland should have the opportunity to realise their full creative potential. Further details: creativeireland.gov.ie.

About Galway City Council: Galway City Council is the local authority for the City of Galway. Galway is Ireland’s third largest city with a population of 83,456. Galway City is a key driver of economic development and competitiveness on the Atlantic Economic Corridor, making a significant contribution to GDP. Galway City is a vibrant, youthful, culturally diverse city, surrounded by the breath-taking vistas of Connemara to the west, Lough Corrib to the north, and the roar of the Atlantic Ocean to the south. Known the world over for its friendly people, charming streets, arts, culture and heritage, Galway is a city like no other. Further details: galwaycity.ie. 

About Galway Arts Centre: Established in 1982, Galway Arts Centre provides year-round access to the arts in an inclusive, welcoming hub in the heart of Galway City. Programmes feature visual art exhibitions, events, films, music, literature, workshops, residencies, festivals, theatre and performance. It works with artists to create, challenge and connect audiences to exceptional local, national and international art that inspires new ideas and ways of thinking about the world. Galway Arts Centre operates two venues: the Gallery at 47 Dominick Street and Nun’s Island Theatre. For more than 40 years, Galway Arts Centre has provided a year-round gallery for the city, showcasing renowned Irish and international contemporary visual arts. It has also been the nurturing seed bed for some of Galway’s leading cultural events and resources, including Cúirt International Festival of Literature, Galway Youth Theatre, Red Bird Youth Collective, TULCA Festival of Visual Art and Galway Theatre Festival. Further details: galwayartscentre.ie.

About the University of Galway’s Centre for Creative Technologies: The Centre for Creative Technologies supports research and teaching activities that explore, analyse, and develop new links between creative practice and technology, including in such areas as Extended Reality, Artificial Intelligence, and Augmented Creativity. These activities draw on existing strengths across the College of Arts, Social Sciences and Celtic Studies in the creative arts, especially in such areas as Digital Media, Film, Music, Theatre Studies, and Writing. The Centre situates creative practice within an interdisciplinary approach to intersecting cultural, technological and societal questions. It seeks to build partnerships across academic institutions, industry and society to develop socially engaged research projects that explore the intersection of creativity and technology. Further details: universityofgalway.ie/creative-tech.

About the Centre for Climate and Air Pollution Studies: The Centre for Climate and Air Pollution Studies (C-CAPS), is a thematic research centre within the University of Galway’s Ryan Institute. The Ryan Institute is a powerhouse for the inter-disciplinary research and innovation that is necessary to address the many sustainable development challenges facing society today, from both national to global scales. Research at C-CAPS investigates the effect of changing atmospheric composition on pollution from local to global scales, impacting human and planetary health. C-CAPS has a vision of developing the tools and resources to have the leading-edge observational and predictive capability to understand atmospheric composition changes from nanoscale processes to global impacts, including surface-based real-time networks to spaceborne, and aims to be the informative voice nationally on the promotion of knowledge transfer and the underpinning of policy development and education in the areas of atmospheric, climate, and air pollution sciences.
Further details: universityofgalway.ie/ryaninstitute/researchcentresandclusters/c-caps/

About Westside Resource Centre: Westside Resource Centre CLG is a community-based organisation with charitable status. It provides fully serviced offices to a variety of services and local branches of national organisations; supports community work in the local area; and it centrally involved in community initiatives such as Westside Arts Festival, Westside Christmas Market, Social Inclusion Week and Culture Night. Westside Resource Centre, which is located on Seamus Quirke Road in Galway, has a range of meeting rooms available for hire by community, voluntary and support groups. More than thirty local and national organisations use the resource centre's facilities throughout the year. It also serves as a base for several local community groups, such as Westside Community Patchers, Westside Men's Club, Westside Craft Group and Westside Community Organic Garden. Further details: westsideresourcecentre.ie. 

About Galway Culture Company: Galway Culture Company was established to create opportunities to engage with EU and International partners and local place-based programming which honours the relationships and builds on the learnings, outcomes and legacies of Galway’s many European and Global designations including Galway’s designation as European Capital of Culture, UNESCO City of Film, European Green Leaf, European Region of Gastronomy. Galway Culture Company brings together key agencies and stakeholders to drive forward a collective creative vision for Galway through meaningful partnership and collaboration to better support cultural placemaking, artists, and those working in Culture and Creative Industries. It delivers all work in partnership and collaboration, and through careful facilitation of cross-sectoral and interagency approaches to work and development. Further details: galwayculturecompany.ie. 




